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§246.1 Purpose.

This part:

(a) Establishes policy, assigns respon-
sibilities, and prescribes procedures for
the S&S organizations owned by des-
ignated Unified Commands consistent
with 32 CFR part 372.

(b) Supersedes policies and proce-
dures in 32 CFR part 247 about the S&S
newspapers.

(c) Authorizes the establishment,
management, operation, and oversight
of the Stars and Stripes, including the
resale of commercial publications nec-
essary to support the overall S&S mis-
sion, production, distribution author-
ity, and business operations as mis-
sion-essential activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense and the designated
Unified Commands.

(d) Designates the Secretary of the
Army as the DoD Executive Agent for
providing administrative and logistical
support to the American Forces Infor-
mation Service (AFIS), designated Uni-
fied Commands, and the S&S.

(e) Authorizes the Commander in
Chief, U.S. European Command, and
the Commander in Chief (CINC), U.S.
Pacific Command, to establish and
maintain a S&S board of directors to
address S&S business operations in
their Unified Commands.

32 CFR Ch. | (7-1-14 Edition)

§246.2 Applicability.

This part applies to the Office of the
Secretary of Defense, the Military De-
partments (including their National
Guard and Reserve components), the
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
and the Joint Staff, the Unified and
Specified Commands, the Inspector
General of the Department of Defense,
the Defense Agencies, and the DoD
Field Activities (hereafter referred to
collectively as ‘‘the DoD Compo-
nents’’). The term ‘‘the Military Serv-
ices,” as used herein, refers to the
Army, the Navy, the Air Force, and the
Marine Corps.

§246.3 Definitions.

(a) Adverse Conditions. Conditions
that may adversely affect the survival
of the newspapers such as troop draw-
down, increase in troop population,
currency fluctuations, inflation, armed
conflict, national contingency deploy-
ment, and others.

(b) S&S Commander/Publisher. The
senior position in each S&S responsible
for simultaneously performing dual
functions. This military officer com-
mands the S&S to which assigned,
while also serving as the publisher of
the Stars and Stripes produced by that
organization.

(c) S&S Management Action Group
(MAG) and S&S Steering Committee.
These are ad hoc joint committees be-
tween the Office of the Assistant Sec-
retary of Defense (Public Affairs)
[OASD (PA)] and the Office of the As-
sistant Secretary of Defense (Force
Management and Personnel) [OASD
(FM&P)] that address S&S personnel
and business policies. The S&S MAG is
chaired by the senior OASD (PA) AFIS
member and includes members from
the OASD (FM&P) and other DoD of-
fices with the authority and expertise
to address various S&S problems. The
Director of the AFIS, and the Deputy
Assistant Secretary, OASD (FM&P),
serves as co-chairman of the S&S
Steering Committee that addresses
DoD-level S&S issues. Neither the DoD
S&S Steering Committee, nor the S&S
MAG, involve themselves in Stars and
Stripes editorial policies.

(d) S&S Ombudsman. A highly quali-
fied journalist hired from outside the
Department of Defense for a term of 3
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years who independently advises the
Unified Command CINCs, the S&S com-
mander/publisher, the Stars and
Stripes editor, the Director of the
AFIS, and the Congress on matters of
readership interest in the Stars and
Stripes.

(e) Stars and Stripes. The title of one,
or both, depending on the context of
usage, of the newspapers produced by
the S&S.

(f) Stars and Stripes Editor. The senior
civilian position on the newspaper edi-
torial staff of the S&S to which he or
she is assigned. All mention of ‘‘the
editor” in this part refers exclusively
to this position, unless otherwise speci-
fied.

(g) Stars and Stripes (S&S). The orga-
nizations that perform the administra-
tive, editorial, and business operations,
which include newspapers, bookstores,
job-printing plants, etc. necessary to
do their mission.

§246.4 Policy.

It is DoD policy that:

(a) The U.S. European Command and
the U.S. Pacific Command are author-
ized to publish the Stars and Stripes
and provide support to the S&S. The
Unified Command component com-
manders and their public affairs staffs
shall provide the Stars and Stripes edi-
torial staffs the same help provided to
commercial newspapers, in compliance
with the principles governing the re-
lease of information to media in 32
CFR part 375.

(b) Editorial policies and practices of
the Stars and Stripes shall be in ac-
cordance with journalistic standards
governing U.S. daily commercial news-
papers of the highest quality, with em-
phasis on matters of interest to the
Stars and Stripes readership. Except as
provided in paragraph (e) of this sec-
tion, the DoD policy for the Stars and
Stripes is that there shall be a free
flow of news and information to its
readership without news management
or censorship. The calculated with-
holding of unfavorable news is prohib-
ited.

(c) The S&S are basically self-sus-
taining operations. Each S&S shall be
administered in accordance with DoD

§246.4

Directive 1015.11 as a joint-Service non-
appropriated fund (NAF) instrumen-
tality (NAFI) in its Unified Command,
except where different procedures are
specified in this part. Funding shall be
provided through newspaper sales, re-
sale of commercial publications, au-
thorized advertising, job printing, and
appropriated fund (APF) support as au-
thorized by this part, DoD Directive
1015.62 and DoD Instruction 1330.183.
The S&S shall conduct bookstore oper-
ations similar to business operations of
commercial bookstores in the United
States. The Stars and Stripes and the
S&S bookstores provide important
news and information to U.S. personnel
and their families stationed overseas
while generating NAF revenues.

(d) The Stars and Stripes personnel
procedures shall differ from commer-
cial newspapers only because the S&S
are U.S. Government organizations
that are required to operate in accord-
ance with the following:

(1) 32 CFR part 40, other Federal laws
and DoD Directives that affect all DoD
employees, and the Manual for Courts
Martial (MCM), 19844, for S&S military
personnel on active duty.

(2) National security constraints pre-
scribed by E.O. 12356 (47 FR 14874 and
15557, 3 CFR, 1982 Comp., p. 166).

(3) Overseas status of forces agree-
ments (SOFAs), where applicable.

(e)(1) The only circumstances under
which news or information that is not
in the public domain may be directed
to be withheld from publication in the
Stars and Stripes by a Unified Com-
mand CINC are when such publication:

(i) Involves disclosure of classified
national security information.

(ii) Would adversely affect national
security.

(iii) Clearly endangers the lives of
U.S. personnel.

(2) Those circumstances in para-
graphs (e)(1)(i) through (e)(1)(iii) may
not be construed to permit the cal-
culated withholding of news unfavor-
able to the Department of Defense, the

1Copies may be obtained, at cost, from the

National Technical Information Service, 5285
Port Royal Road, Springfield, VA 22161.

2See footnote 1 to §246.4(c).

3See footnote 1 to §246.4(c).

4See footnote 1 to §246.4(c).
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